oncology professionals internationally, allowing IPOS to have a significant voice in influencing psychosocial oncology care throughout the world. And clearly, IPOS wants to influence psychosocial oncology care throughout the world through upcoming educational training efforts in collaboration with the World Health Organization, and in our continuing and growing commitment to create an agenda and a movement to recognize psychosocial cancer care as a Human Rights issue. We held the second Presidential Symposium on Psychosocial Cancer Care as a Human Rights Issue this year with the participation of Diederik Lohman of Human Rights Watch.
For me, the IPOS Quebec World Congress was a moment of great personal transition. I have had the honor and privilege to serve as President of IPOS for the past two years, and the experience was enlivening, meaningful, and a constant process of moving forward with projects, plans, and initiatives that had the potential to improve psychosocial cancer care in significant ways. There were very few idle moments, many problems to solve, and many challenges to overcome. There were also exciting possibilities and opportunities that made me feel extraordinarily "present" and engaged in a world I care deeply about. So for me, the transition from President to "Past" President, was an experience of "absence". It was as if Heidegger himself were teaching me a real life lesson about the importance of temporality in existence and "being." "Past" President certainly didn't feel like I was moving forward in time or being. There was no obvious element of "becoming" in my new title (identity?) or sense of future possibilities.
I must also say that the sense of "absence" that I experienced was also in no small part due not only to my sense of what I was losing in this transition of roles, but also to the absence of some of my dearest and closest colleagues, friends, and family at the Quebec meeting. Now, in defense of seeming melodramatic and revealing my histrionic personality traits, I must note that I had a wonderful time at the Quebec meeting and felt closer than ever to many of my friends and colleagues on the IPOS Board and many 
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